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Russia, but neither the Foreign Office nor the Legation
at Peking was distinguished for intelligent anticipa-
tion of events between 1898 and 1900. Li's appoint-
ment to Canton showed, firstly, that, although the
Empress Dowager was then already deeply com-
mitted to Prince Tuan and his Boxer chiefs, she was
still Li's patron and protector. It showed that Li
himself foresaw the storm which was brewing and
desired to be as far removed from its centre as pos-
sible. Finally, it proved that the reactionaries at
Peking recognised in Li Hung-chang a formidable
opponent. When the Boxer madness was at its
height, and the idea of driving the foreigner into the
sea still appeared practicable to hotheads like Kang
Yi and Hsu Tung, the latter was wont to declare
that success could never be completely assured unless
Jung Lu and Li Hung-chang were slain.1 There
is no doubt that before she committed herself defi-
nitely to approval of the policy and proceedings of
Prince Tuan, Her Majesty TzfiHsi had been repeatedly
warned by Li of their hopelessness. But she was
torn between hopes and fears too strong to be over-
come by any one man's counsel; nor could she avoid
being influenced by the atmosphere of racial ani-
mosity between Manchus and Chinese, which charac-
terised the final phases of the Boxer movement. Li
strove bravely to bring home to her the inevitable
consequences of her folly ; eventually he went south
with the firm conviction in his mind that his services
as mediator would speedily be required, and that once
more he would be called upon to stand between
China and the consequences of her rulers' purblind
ignorance and arrogance.

1 Fide " Annals and Memoirs of the Court of Peking," p, 450.